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to know how much ready cash he took with him. I'd
rather like to have a confidential chat with that bank
manager."
'' The Inspector tried that, Sir Alured, but he refused
to give any information. He said he could only give
evidence if properly subpoenaed as a witness before a
competent court/'
" In which he was, I believe, perfectly correct/' Dr.
Priestley remarked. " The fact that Venner has appa-
rently disappeared is no concern of his. He is still
bound to respect his client's confidence. And no court
exists to investigate such disappearances. The law, as
I under»tand it, is this. If nothing is heard of Venner
for seven years, his heirs, whoever they may be, will
be at liberty to apply for leave to presume his death at
the end of that period. The court would then consider
their application, and the bank manager would then
be among the witnesses called, no doubt/'
Faversham laughed. " His evidence would clinch
the matter, I expect. I'm willing to bet that his evi-
dence would be to the effect that Venner was still draw-
ing regularly on his account. Unless he meets with an
accident before then, of course. Bait that's an interest-
ing point of yours, Priestley. Who are his heirs, I
wonder?"
" That was one of the questions which the Inspector
asked Coleforth," replied Hanslet. " He was bound
to consider the possibility that something might have
happened to Venner. But Coleforth said that he didn't
know and didn't care. He only hoped that he hadn't
made a fool will, like his uncle had. For, if he died
intestate, his estate would go to his sister, since he was
not married/'*
" Mr. Coleforth appears to be more favourably dis-
posed towards Miss Venner than towards her brother/*
Dr. Priestley remarked.

